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Purpose of the Reserve Management Plan

The purpose of the Reserve Management Plan is to provide direction for the management and 
development of Lindvart Park.

The reserve management plan provides the community with certainty about the function and management of the 
reserve. It helps make sure management decisions are consistent with the Reserves Act 1977.



History of Lindvart Park

Kaikohe was originally the Ngāpuhi village Opango. Present day Kaikohe derived its name from shelter and 
sustenance provided by the Kohekohe trees on Tokareireia (Kaikohe Hill) during a raid by Ngāti Whātua. Following 
that event, the place became known as Kai kohekohe and was later shortened to Kaikohe. Kaikohe is of central 
importance to Ngāpuhi and remains the hub of Te Rūnanga ā Iwi o Ngāpuhi.

The first European settlers began to arrive in Kaikohe in the late 19th century. However, it was when the railway 
from the south was extended into Kaikohe in 1914, that European settlement, and associated industry like dairy 
farming, escalated. 

John Julius Lindvart was a prominent farmer and landowner in the Kaikohe area, who, at his death in 1930, 
bequeathed $2,000 for the purchase and upkeep of a public recreation ground for the inhabitants of Kaikohe. 
Problems with the estate meant that the Public Trustee was not able to pay out the total amount of Lindvart’s 
reserve land bequest until two decades after his demise, in the 1950s. 

Much of the reserve land comprising Lindvart Park was purchased in the early 1930s by the then Kaikohe Town 
Board as Kaikohe Recreation Ground. Amendments to the terms of Lindvart’s will in the 1950s enabled his original 
bequest to be used for the upkeep of the reserve. The name was officially changed to Lindvart Memorial Park in 
1951. An additional seven hectares, locally known as Rugby Park, was acquired in the late 1960s. 

Lindvart Park is a district park as it serves a wider community than solely Kaikohe, with many people travelling to 
Kaikohe from outlying areas to access sport and recreation facilities within the park.
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Features of Lindvart Park

Lindvart park is located at the southern end of Kaikohe township.  It is bounded by Mangakahia Road, Penney 
Crescent and Recreation Road. The principal entry to the park is from Penney Crescent.

Much of Lindvart Park was originally low-lying swamp. The geology comprises layers from successive volcanic 
activity. A superficial layer of volcanic soil overlies Taheke basalt, which in turn overlies Horeke basalt, like much of 
Kaikohe township. The sports grounds are located on flat land, with a high water table. Parts of the park are prone 
to flooding. 

A landfill operated in the north-western corner of the park until mid-1998. The entire 4ha landfill area was capped 
with clay overlain by topsoil.  The area provides elevation and contour.  At present the landfill site does not form 
part of the active recreation component of  
the park.  

Council engaged Fraser Thomas Limited to undertake environmental and geotechnical investigations on Lindvart 
Park to better understand the potential for recreation on the former landfill site. The report concludes the area is 
suitable for informal recreation provided nothing penetrates the clay cap and that the crown should be regraded 
and planted in grass. More detail is included in the report which is available from the Council.

The existing vegetation within the park, including the stand of cypress trees dividing the former landfill site from 
the sports fields and the stand of willows along the south-western edge of the park, is aging and in poor condition.

An access strip of Māori land runs through the centre of the park from the eastern edge. 
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Lindvart park 
services a wide 

variety of  
sporting codes

Sports, events, activities and facilities available

Kaikohe Rugby Football and Sports Club and Bay of Islands Rugby Union

Kaikohe Lions Rugby League 

Bay of Islands Hockey

Bay of Islands Netball 

Kaikohe Football Club (soccer)

Hub of the North Sports – tennis and table tennis and kids holiday 
programmes

Bay Marlins little league softball 

User groups include:

1
Lindvart Park Pavilion (owned by 
Far North District Council) - not fit 
for purpose

1
Rugby clubrooms  
(owned by Kaikohe Rugby Football 
and Sports Club)

1
Rugby grandstand (owned by Far 
North District Council)

3
Rugby fields

¾ 
Size rugby league field

1
Hockey turf – the turf was 
established in 2008, lighting was 
installed in 2014 (funded by Top 
Energy)

3  
Football fields

6 
Touch fields

1 
Softball diamond (needs 
rehabilitation)

8 
Netball courts (used as tennis 
courts in summer) – these were 
upgraded to competition standard 
in 2015

3 
Unmarked car parking areas 
within the park at the northern 
edge of the park off Recreation 
Road, adjacent to the pavilion and 
adjacent to the rugby clubrooms 
(additional 41 marked spaces on 
Penney Crescent)
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Goals

1 Lindvart Park provides a venue for strong, successful, 
sustainable recreation and sporting activities that are 
flexible and able to meet, and adapt to, the needs of the 
people of Kaikohe and the wider Far North District over 
time.

2 Lindvart Park reflects a strong sense of place, history and 
Ngāpuhi identity.

3 People of all ages and abilities are able to use, access and 
enjoy Lindvart Park.

4 Wherever possible sports facilities are designed for multi-
use and are universally accessible for organised and 
informal sports and recreation.

5 Lindvart Park contributes to, and maintains, green open 
space for passive recreation to encourage better use and 
enjoyment of the reserve.

6 Facilities are developed and maintained to a high 
standard for active recreation.

Vision

Lindvart Park will be 
the premier sports 
venue for the Far North 
District with attractive, 
well maintained and 
well used facilities. 
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Reserve opportunities

Lindvart Park currently presents the following opportunities: 

1	 The former landfill site, given its past use, can be redeveloped 
for low impact recreation use.

2	 Strengthen the sense of place and cultural identity through 
re-design.  

3	 Integrate sports codes and facilities by developing multi-use 
facilities rather than continuing with single purpose facilities 
that are not fully utilised.

4	 Reconfigure the layout of pathways to improve circulation and 
access for all park users, both through the reserve and to the 
surrounding street network.

5	 Re-design the fencing to improve accessibility, usability, visual 
amenity and safety of the park for all users.

6	 Reconfigure parking areas to improve vehicular access and 
parking proximity to sports facilities. 

7	 Provide new and additional toilet and change facilities. 

8	 Develop a purpose-built covered / indoor multi-sports facility.

9	 Provide for covered spectator seating within the purpose-built 
facility.

10	 Provide for other recreational activities including fitness trail 
and cycling trails.

11	 Establish children’s play facilities within the park.

12	 Remove existing vegetation in poor condition, and replant to an 
appropriately designed plan.	

13	 Improve lighting situation to enhance safety and increase use, 
especially for winter sports. 
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Management objectives and policies Satisfies 
goal

1 Optimise utilisation and development of sports and recreation on the 
reserve
Develop Lindvart Park in general accordance with the reserve management plan.

1, 5 & 6

2 Improve the facilities to a high standard for indoor and outdoor sport 
and recreation
Establish a centralised, purpose built facility for indoor sport and recreational use.

Provide and maintain ground surface conditions that will meet the requirements of a 
wide range of winter and summer sports codes.

Ensure that the wide range of sports and recreational facilities, wherever possible, are 
shared by different codes, in particular winter and summer sports codes.

Establish and operate training lights to enable training and play to club competition 
level.

Recondition dis-used sportsfields where necessary.

Enable establishment of low impact recreational activities on the former landfill site and 
the park, which may include walking / cycling tracks, sculpture trail, and bmx / pump 
track for bicycles subject to sufficient demand and on the proviso that the integrity of 
the landfill cap is maintained.

Establish a children’s playground within Lindvart Park.

Ensure that additional equipment for sports and recreational facilities can be 
established.

Provide fresh drinking water facilities.

1 & 6

3 Develop and nurture a sense of place and cultural identity
Provide opportunities to showcase Ngāpuhi identity through architectural design, 
cultural markers, public art, signage and planting.

2

4 Provide protection from weather, particularly for spectators, to 
enhance amenity
Establish and maintain shade and shelter.

3

5 Improve the amenity of the reserve 
Encourage tree planting that does not block passive surveillance of the area.

Establish linkages to surrounding areas of ecological value.

Remove trees that detract from amenity.

5
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Management objectives and policies Satisfies 
goal

6 Improve access and parking
Establish universally accessible walkways to Lindvart Park to improve access to and 
connections across the reserve.

Establish cycleways within Lindvart Park, where possible linking to the cycleway to the 
west of the reserve and provide secure cycle parking.

Provide carparking areas that are safe and accessible to key sporting facilities without 
dominating the greenspace amenity of the park. Parking within the road reserve of 
immediately adjoining streets is also encouraged.

Work with lessees and the codes to facilitate public use of all facilities within Lindvart 
Park in accordance with the Management Agreement.

3 & 4

7 Improve safety and security
Establish directional lighting in areas of high use such as car parks, around buildings and 
along paths to improve safety and perceived safety.

Ensure that existing and future planting retains clear sightlines to recreation areas and 
does not create areas of concealment.

Remove internal fences where possible and replace perimeter wire fences with 
low perimeter fences that act as vehicular barriers to improve usability while not 
compromising security.

Avoid fencing, lighting, service trenches or other structures are on the former landfill 
area, where these might risk penetrating the clay cap.

Prohibit any activities on the former landfill area that involve open flames due to the risk to 
public safety of potential gas leakage.

3 & 5

8 Avoid or reduce potential public health and safety risks from the 
former landfill area 
Undertake remedial works to address the leachate issue.

5

9 Enhance toilets and changing facilities
Improve public access to clubroom toilets.

Construct stand-alone public toilets / change facilities on Lindvart Park.

1 & 3

10. Enable the use of Lindvart Park for organised events
Permit events on Lindvart Park where these do not affect its amenity, or conflict with 
and/or limit the public use and enjoyment of the reserve.

1 & 4

11 Improve waste management and recycling at Lindvart Park
Provide recycling bins for the sorting of rubbish.

5 & 6
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Actions 
The actions outlined below give effect to the Reserve Management Plan.   
They have been prioritised using the following principles:

•	 Adaptability / functionality  
functional and adaptable spaces that are fit-for-
purpose.

•	 Asset management planning 
to inform operational plans and ensure facilities are 
in good condition as part of a ‘whole of life’ planning 
function.

•	 Equity and access   
position is most accessible to community for 
organised and informal sport and recreation 
activities.

•	 Multi-use  
designed for multi-uses wherever possible to ensure 
wise investment of scarce resources.

•	 Optimise existing assets  
optimise/refurbish don’t replace unless there is a 
compelling reason for doing so e.g. do not continue 
to invest in assets that are not fit-for-purpose.

•	 Partnerships  
working together to optimise the network.

•	 Return on Investment  (ROI) 
return must deliver much or more than the project it 
displaces.

•	 Sustainability  
project must be financially sustainable, and maximise 
community benefit.

However, priority actions are subject to change through 
the LTP process.  The next LTP will be developed for the 
Far North District Council (FNDC) in 2021.

abcdefghiopsv abcd
IMMEDIATELY 1-3 YEARS

Commission business case for new 
purpose-built centralised recreation 
centre adjacent to (and covering two) 
netball courts to include at least: 
2 x multi-purpose courts, a gym, 
sheltered viewing areas, storage and 
offices and associated amenity such 
as accessible drinking fountains and 
toilets.

Lead: FNDC, KDS and Sport 
Northland

Undertake further investigation and 
/ or remedial works on the former 
landfill site as recommended in 
the Environmental / Geotechnical 
Investigation Report by Fraser 
Thomas Ltd.

Lead: FNDC

Recondition softball diamond.

Lead: FNDC

Investigate changing parking on 
Penney Crescent from angle to 90° 
degree.

Lead: FNDC

Develop and enhance walkways and 
cycleways to and through the park to 
improve access and connectivity.

Lead: FNDC with Sportsville Kaikohe

Investigate demand for and 
feasibility of an athletics track 
around the rugby grounds, with field 
athletics on the rugby field.

Lead: Sportsville Kaikohe

Provide training lighting on sports 
grounds to enable night time use.

Lead: Sportsville Kaikohe

Recondition/rehabilitate Maihi 
Park /Marlin Park by regrading and 
grassing.

Lead: FNDC

Provide directional lighting in the car 
parking areas and over the internal 
pedestrian paths to recreational 
facilities.

Lead: FNDC

Remove internal fences between 
sports fields to improve internal 
circulation.

Lead: Sportsville Kaikohe

Construct facilities to provide 
activities set out in bylaws.

Lead: FNDC

Work with relevant sporting codes 
to identify and implement fencing 
solutions that will improve visibility, 
security, amenity and internal 
circulation.

Lead: Sportsville Kaikohe

Improve accessibility and 
functionality of the netball and 
tennis courts including functional 
fencing and provision of nets.

Lead: KDS

Improve access to and legibility of 
the park via way-finding signage.

Lead: KDS with FNDC

Remove existing cypress and willow 
shelter belts.

Lead: FNDC

Design and build a new children’s 
playground in the northern part of 
park adjacent to Recreation Road.

Lead: FNDC and KDS

Investigate the construction of a new 
softball diamond.

Lead: FNDC and KDS
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1 - 3 YEARS AND ONGOING

1-5 YEARS

3-5 YEARS 3-10 YEARS

LONG TERM
Following business case for purpose-
built recreation centre, prepare 
design brief for, commission design 
and undertake works to consent and 
construct.

Lead: FNDC and KDS

Establish a sculpture trail on the 
former landfill in the western side 
of the park that tells the story of 
Ngāpuhi, Kaikohe and of Lindvart 
Park.

Lead: FNDC and KDS

Plant a new forest area of Totara or a 
similar native species at the south-
western corner of the park.

Lead: FNDC

Remove perimeter wire fences and 
replace with low perimeter fences 
(1.2m maximum height) that act as 
barriers to motorised vehicles but 
allow pedestrians and cyclists to 
enter park.

Lead: FNDC

Establish low impact recreational 
activities on the former landfill site 
which may include walking / running 
/ cycling tracks provided these do 
not penetrate the clay cap.

Lead: FNDC and KDS

Construct a universally accessible 
public toilet and drinking fountains 
on the north-eastern part of the 
reserve, to link with the fitness trail.

Lead: FNDC

Investigate demand for a BMX / 
pump track to be located at the 
western edge of the park.

Lead: FNDC

Rationalise car parking areas around 
the park to improve vehicle access 
and circulation to sportsfields / 
facilities.

Lead: FNDC

Install bike stands in new carpark 
areas.

Lead: FNDC

Extend Penney Crescent through 
to Mangakahia Road in the south 
to improve circulation around key 
facilities on the eastern side of the 
park.

Lead: FNDC

sv abcdefghiopsv a   '
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Implementation and funding

This Reserve Management Plan provides a 
vision, goals, objectives, policies and actions that 
determine the appropriate use, protection and 
development of Lindvart Park. 

Decisions relating to the funding and priority for 
works described in this Reserve Management 
Plan will be undertaken within Far North District 
Council’s Long Term Plan and Annual Plan.  

It is important to note that, it is not because a 
particular action has been included within this 
Reserve Management Plan, that Council will make 
funding available for those works. It is anticipated 
that Kaikohe and Districts Sportsville and the 
various sporting codes will work in partnership 
with Council to raise future funding to deliver the 
outcomes anticipated in this Plan.
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Decision made.  
Asset Managers to 

inform those making 
the request of the 

timing for the action to 
take place

 

Assessment of 
prioritisation
through LTP/  
Annual Plan

 
YES

NO  
 

Is the  
request  

consistent  
with other  

FNDC  
strategies?

 1  
YES

Is it consistent 
with Lindvart 

Park goals, 
objectives, 

policies and 
actions

2  
YES

Is it consistent 
with the roles 
the park plays 
in the active 

reserves 
network?

3  
YES

Assessment of 
implications on:  

Other users 
and the 

environment 
Are these 

effects 
acceptable?

Are there financial 
implications  
for Council?

    

YES

NO

Approval of
Proposal

NO

Advise that no 
further  

action will  
be taken

NO

Deal with the 
request through 
other processes  

if possible

NO

Facilitate 
discussion  

around finding 
a more suitable 

location or 
explain other 

ways the  
request could  
be dealt with

Decision-making process for requests not specifically included in the 
Reserve Management Plan

The Reserve Management Plan is developed for a ten-year term. Because of the length of time there are likely to be 
proposals made for the park not specifically included as actions in the Reserve Management Plan. 

The following process will be used to decide whether or not to proceed with any such proposals. 

Is the  
request  

included in  
the Reserve  

Management  
Plan?

Is the  
request  

included in  
the Reserve  

Management  
Plan?

YES
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Administrative information

Process for preparing a Reserve Management Plan for Lindvart Park

Section 41 of the Reserves Act 1977 sets out the process that must be followed when preparing a Reserve 
Management Plan.

The following steps outline the process: 

1 FNDC publicly notifies its intention to prepare the Reserve 
Management Plan and invites interested parties / persons to 
send in written suggestions on the proposed plan within a set 
time period (usually one month).  This was done by on-line 
survey.

March – May 2017

2 A draft Reserve Management Plan is prepared giving 
consideration to comments received. 

Nov 2017 - Feb 2018

3 The draft Reserve Management Plan is adopted and 
advertised for public submissions and made available for 
viewing for a minimum of two months. 

May - July 2018

4 Consideration is given to submissions and objections 
received and a hearing is held. 

Aug - Sept  2018

5 Appropriate changes are made to the Reserve Management 
Plan. 

Sept - Oct 2018

6 As Lindvart Park is a recreation reserve vested in the Council, 
the final Reserve Management Plan can be approved and 
adopted by FNDC, with no requirement for Ministerial 
approval.

Oct 2018

7 The final Reserve Management Plan is produced. 
Implementation commences.  
All those who made submissions are notified that the plan 
has been finalised and is available if they require a copy. 
Lindvart Park Reserve Management Plan will also be available 
on-line.

Nov 2018

8 Lindvart Park Reserve Management Plan is kept under 
continuous review by FNDC. 

Ongoing
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Resource Management Act 1991 

•	 Far North District Plan
•	 Northland Regional Plan

Reserves Act 1977 Reserve Management Plan

Other legislation e.g. Local Government Act 2002 and Health and 
Safety at Work Act 

Northland Sports Facilities Plan 2014

Council Bylaws e.g. public places, dog control

Council Policy e.g. Reserves Policy

Council Plans

•	 Long-term Plan
•	 Annual Plan
•	 Asset Management Plan: Parks and Recreation

Lindvart Park Management Agreement

Statutory context for reserve management 

Reserve  
Management

How reserve management fits with legislation and other 
Council documents
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Reserve legal description 

Lindvart Park is located at Mangakahia Road, Recreation Road and Penney Crescent, Kaikohe.

It covers a total area of approximately 21.7 hectares.

The legal description is:

Lot 2 DP 14413, and Parts Kohewhata 50 and 69A (Gazetted: Recreation Reserve NZGZ 1982 p 4185)

•	 Parts Lots 3 and 4 DP 22327, Part Lots 22 and 31 DP 10045, and Parts Kohewhata 64 (Gazetted: Recreation 
Reserve NZGZ 1982 p 2171)

•	 Lot 1 DP 141391 (Vested on deposit)

•	 Part Kohewhata 69 is also included within the reserve area. This is Māori land designated  
as a Right of Way in favour of Council, and is not gazetted as recreation reserve.
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Lessee Leased area Terms of lease

Kaikohe Rugby Football  
and Sports Club (est 1908)

Pt Kohewhata 50, only that part 
containing the buildings: rugby 
football club room, training  
sheds and toilets

21 years with perpetual rights of  
renewal under Reserves and 
Domains Act

Bay of Islands Football  
Rugby Union

Pt Kohewhata 50, Pt Kohewhata  
69A and Lot 2 DP 14413

21 years terminating in October  
2033  
Reserves and Domains Act

Reserve classification

Lindvart Park is classified as a Recreation Reserve under section 17 of the Reserves Act 1977  Section 17 (1) states 
the purpose of recreation reserves is for:

‘Providing areas for the recreation and sporting activities and the physical welfare and enjoyment of the 
public, and for the protection of the natural environment and beauty of the countryside, with emphasis 
on the retention of open spaces and on outdoor recreational activities, including recreational tracks in the 
countryside.’

What this means is that the purpose of Lindvart Park as an active recreation reserve is primarily for providing areas 
for organised sports and events and other recreational opportunities for the well-being and enjoyment of the wider 
community, and to protect the natural environment.  

Reserve ownership and management

Lindvart Park is owned by FNDC – it has variously been owned by its predecessors Kaikohe Town Board and 
Kaikohe Borough Council. 

As of 1 March 2018, Kaikohe and Districts Sportsville (KDS) has taken on the management of Lindvart Park.  KDS is 
an incorporated society that has been set up to promote, foster and develop amateur sport, sports training, health 
and fitness in the Far North area, and in particular for young people.  The society’s role is to work in partnership 
with FNDC and the various sports codes to secure sports fields, grounds and facilities for its members, and to assist 
in raising funds for improvements to facilities.

The KDS Board consists of seven members: three elected and four appointed.  Current members codes include: 

•	 Bay of Islands Rugby Football Union

•	 Kaikohe Rugby Football and Sports Club

•	 Kaikohe Yun Jung Do development Trust

•	 Bay of Islands Netball Centre

•	 Rugby League Northland

•	 Kaikohe Amateur Football Club

•	 Bay of Islands Hockey Association.

In alignment with the management agreement between FNDC and KDS, it is expected that all sporting and 
recreational organisations using the park will work in partnership and sign user agreements with KDS to help 
ensure the health and safety of users, minimise user conflicts, and maximise enjoyment of the park for all users.

Existing leases
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Appendix 1 
Gazette notices and land online information



Far North District Council  I  Lindvart Park Reserve Management Plan 2018
18



Far North District Council  I  Lindvart Park Reserve Management Plan 2018
19

View Statutory Action
Parcel Lot 1 Deposited Plan 141391 Parcel Status Current
Current Purpose Recreation Reserve

Statutory Action Type Recorded Action Status
DP 141391 Vesting on Deposit 04/04/2002 Create Current

Statute
Purpose
Name
Comments

Recreation Reserve

*** End of Report ***

The record of unregistered gazette notices may be incomplete and does not necessarily represent the current legal status of land.
© Copyright: Land Information New Zealand

cclarke004Client Reference:  Dated 2/03/2018 2:04 pm, Page 1 of 1
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Appendix 2  
Existing site photographs (taken November 2017)

1. Former landfill site looking towards rugby park 2. Premier rugby ground and grandstand

4. Netball courts3. Hockey turf including lighting and fencing

5. View of Lindvart Park from Recreation Road 6. Perimeter fencing
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© FNDC 2018

CONTACT US

Far North District Council
Te Kaunihera o Tai Tokerau ki te Raki

www.fndc.govt.nz
Helpdesk Telephone (09) 401 5200

Freephone 0800 920 029

Postal Address
Far North District Council

Private Bag 752 
Memorial Ave

Kaikohe

Headquarters
Far North District Council

5 Memorial Ave
Kaikohe
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